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Abstract

The reality, in which the People’s Republic of Pmldound itself after world war 11,
made the Catholic Church in Poland meet the newlamges, in spite of much authority
which it had in the society. The one of a principhportance was breaking the Concordat by
the State authorities. After a certain period ohéi lack of any legal solution on such a level
considerably complicated relations between theeS#aid the Church. Searching closure in
this area was supposed to guarantee the Churclaicefteedom in priests’ activities and the
State authorities — acceptance in the internatiomadna. In spite of certain inconveniences
the Polish Episcopate decided to sign an agreem&hich however did not protect the

Church against further excluding from the sociéa.li

Key words:Episcopate, the Church, agreement, President, gorent, cooperation.

Kosciot katolicki w Polsce w latach 1944-1950

Streszczenie

W powojennej rzeczywistoi Polski Ludowej Kdcidt katolicki w Polsce, mimozi
cieszyt s¢ duzym autorytetem w spotecastwie, musiat podi nowe wyzwania. Zasadni-
czym byto zerwanie konkordatu przez wtadzégpavowe. Brak rozwjzania prawnego na
takim szczeblu po pewnym czasie w znggz sSposOb utrudniato relacje rfswowo-
koscielne. Poszukiwanie zhknia na tej ptaszczpie miato zagwarantowgpewry swoboad
pracy duszpasterskiej Kaotowi, a wkadzom péastwowym — uznanie na arenie guzynaro-
dowej. Pomimo pewnych niedogodieq episkopat polski zdecydowaksna podpisanie po-

rozumienia, ktére jednak nie ustrzegtoskiota od dalszego rugowaniazycia spotecznego.

Stowa kluczoweepiskopat, Kéciét, porozumienie, prezydent,ad, wspotpraca.

1. Introductory Remarks

After the Red Army entered the Polish territorytreg end of World War I, a marionette
Communist government was installed under the Mosaospices. The leading part in it was
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played by Bolestaw Bierut, who became the Presidéribhe State National Council on 31
December 1944. After the Constitution of 1947 wadspded, he also became the President of
the Republic of Polarid During this period Cardinal August Hlond was Head of the Cath-
olic Church in Poland. As it is commonly assumealar the special empowerment of the
Apostolic See, in 1945 he established the Churohiradtration on the Western and Northern
territorie?. Soon, on 3 May 1946, after the repeal of theqrerisunion between Gniezno and
Pozna, he was appointed the Archbishop of Warsaw, keegpiso Gniezno archdiocese. Af-
ter his unexpected death on 22 October 1948, Reilgtfan Wyszyski became his succes-
sor on 12 November 1948Similarly as his predecessor, he continued aogdisd with the
Communist authorities in Poland, having resulted motorious agreement, which was a cer-

tain novelty in the relations between the StatetaedChurch in the Communist camp.

2. In a New Political Reality

After World War Il the Catholic Church in Polandufad itself in a new reality, which
was marked out by several factors. First and fostrfmuge losses, which it suffered during
the Hitler occupation, dozens of priests among themght to be counted as such. Another
considerable element determining its position watsonal unification, which also meant con-
fessional uniformity. Jewish extermination, chammjeborders, as well as massive resettle-
ments contributed into4t During this period of time there took place asr@ase of the
Church authority in the society, in the face ofzseg power by the Communists in Poland.
The first steps of the State authorities in thefession sphere were very cautious and pre-
sumed correctness in their relations with the Ciuontil the new political system strength-
ened distinctl§.

Unfortunately, the Communist authorities, by a ateital breaking of the concordat on
12 September 1945, proved that there would be toonréo the kind of relations between the
State and the Church, which existed during therwde period. Taking up such a decision

was supposed to give the Polish State freedomdredang the Catholic Church in Poland. At

1 M. Smole, Bierut Bolestaw[in:] Encyklopedia ,Biatych Plam’t. 3, Radom 2000, p. 30-39.
2 Wider about it in: Z. Ziefiski, Kosciot w Polsce 1944-200Radom 2003, p. 42 & the next.

3p. Nitecki,Biskupi Kdciota w Polsce w latach 965-1999. Stownik biografig,ed. 2, Warszawa 2000, col.
149, 500.

4 3. Kloczowski, L. Millerowa Chrzecijasistwo polskie po 1945 fin:] Chrz&cijasistwo w Polsce. Zarys
przemian 966-197%d. J. Kloczowski, Lublin 1993, p. 591-595.

S A. Dudek,Paristwo i Kaiciot w Polsce 1945-197&rakow 1995, p. 7-8.
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the same time, breaking the concordat made thecGHhree in taking up many personal deci-
sions, which under the concordat they would hawe thaconsult with the State authorities.
However, this appeared to be a short-time achiemgnbecause the authorities immediately
took up relative steps in order to subordinateGharch to ther. One of the ways of making
pressure over the Church were numerous arrests cathenpriests accused of cooperation
with the anticommunist undergrouhdAt the same time, referendum of 30 June 1946, and
falsification of its results led to rapprochementtihe relations between the Polish People’s
Party and the Church hierarchy. Unsuccessful fermpisasants’ party voting results of 19 Jan-
uary 1947 and the reaction of the State authoritie#ts protests were interchangeably com-
mented soon by Primate A. Hlond, during his corsteos with Cardinal Adam Stefan
Sapieha. The official condemnation of the held ted@es could have resulted in a sharp reac-
tion of the Polish Working Party, therefore the $6pipate kept determined cautiousness in
forming its opinions. Further contacts with thehewities were characterized by maximum
concessions and activities oriented for outlastivag difficult for the Church peridd

In spite of numerous concessions, the Episcopat@al give up its right to take voice
in public affairs. Itwas expressed in th@atholic Constitutional Postulatgsassed to Jozef
Cyrankiewicz on 14 March 1987The State authorities reacted very sharply onEjisco-
pate’s postulates, stating that they were at leagtoper, and even insulting for the govern-
mentO, Further escalation of relations between the Statkthe Church showed off in au-
tumn 1947, when the Episcopate, debating at Jaséna, Bublished a letter to the faithful, in
which bishops came out against violating civil ftems, cancelling church holidays and im-
plementing censure. On 1 October 1947 the PoliBcaitau of the Central Committee of the
Polish Workers’ Party definitely reacted to thedetgiving relative directives for the purpose
of further struggle with the Church. Security badadered local village-mayors to hear rec-
tors, intensified censure and limited the numbesear¥ices transmitted by radio. The Ministry
of Security started to put those tasks into e¥fect

The Head of the V Department of the Ministry of Rulsecurity Julia Bristigierowa

6. Kopiec Kosciot w Polsce po 1945 ,rOpole 1999, p. 12 & the next.
7H. DominiczakOrgany bezpieczstwa PRL 1944-199@arszawa 1997, p. 96-110.

8 W. Kozub-Ciembroniewicz, J. Majchrowskajnowsza historia polityczna Polskillection of sources 1945-
1948, part 4, Krakéw 1993, p. 166.

9 Kosciot katolicki o konstytucji (wybrane dokumentyaz 1947-1991)¢collection and introduction M. T. Sta-
szewski, Warszawa 1991, p. 9-13.

10 p. RainaKosciot w PRL. Dokumenty 1945-19891, Pozna 1994, p. 82.
11h, DominiczakOrgany bezpieczstwa... p. 99-100.
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presented a paper on the problem under theGldegy’s Offence versus our Actiorhe put
a principle emphasis in struggle with the Churchworking out particular priests, bishop
curias, Caritas, especially underlining the netgsdi monasteries’ surveillance. She pointed
out a threat of the catholic organizations’ aci@atin the workers’ environment and youth-
groups. She ordered to work out school prefectgripiage groups, as well as to limit pub-
lishing catholic presg. The MPS’s and the Military Intelligence’s actiei# resulted in the
arrest and imprisonment of over 400 priests tiptBmber 1948. Means of mass communica-
tion, led by the Party apparatus, played a conalderpart in destroying the Church influence.
Small progress in atheization of children and stlyoath induced the State authorities to act
in the direction of Western and Northern territeripublicizing the opinion of the Apostolic
See in this matter. That was the main obstacle amtaining correct relations between the
new power and the Churkh

The territories annexed to Poland after World Wamhich had earlier belonged to
Germany, were the main point of discord. As fathesChurch administration was concerned,
they used to be a part of Berlin, Gdk and Warmia dioceses, Pita prelature and Wroctaw
archdiocese. On 15 August 1945, under the spegipb@erment of a Pope legate, Cardinal
A. Hlond established five apostolic administratiavith the capitals in Gdak, Gorzéw, Ol-
sztyn, Opole and WroctaM. Acting under the same empowerment, the Primap@iafed
apostolic administrators for those church provindaed the State authorities did not admit
it1S, This state of affairs was caused by the fact; tha government of Edward Osdbka-
Morawski was not respected by the Apostolic Seenddily, the State authorities did not
complicate church activities at the regained terigs. Later however, they demanded estab-
lishing permanent administration there. Vaticanathejed establishing permanent administra-
tion at those territories on signing a peace tredily the Germans by the Polish authoritfes

The Polish side considered that this postulate @iatethe revision of the Polish bor-
ders. Despite the above mentioned tensions, the atahorities led a dialogue with Vatican.
Ksawery Pruszyski, being a special emissary of the Minister ofdign Affairs, conducted

negotiations with the representative of the Sededtaf State of the Apostolic See Domenico

12 A, Garlicki, Z tajnych archiwéwWarszawa 1993, p. 41-52.

13 3. GodlewskiKosciot rzymskokatolicki w Polsce wobec sekularyzagjia publicznego (1944-1974)yar-
szawa 1978, p. 154-156.

14p. RainaKosciotw PRL...1. 1, p. 46-68.
15 H. Misztal, Polskie prawo wyznaniowe. Zagadnieniagpse. Rys historycznjzublin 1997, p. 184-186.

16 Sprawa polska w czasie Il wojswiatowej na arenie nadzynarodowejcollection of documents, Warszawa
1965, p. 764.
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Tardini. On 6 February 1947, during a conversatiba,Polish side made a proposal of run-
ning negotiations in three concrete directions:cediimg accusations of the Pope Pius XIl,
assuring religious freedoms and enabling to craatgport on the situation existing in Poland
by a special Pope emissary. The first two condétiaere left to be discussed during the Vati-
can emissary’s visit, which also meant the accegtar the third conditioll. This however
did not happen, despite setting the date of thesgary’s visit on May 1948. Such effect was
caused by a letter of the Pope Pius Xll to Germahdps from 1 March 1948, in which he
took the side of 12 million mass of resettled Garghé

In such a complicated situation, on 24 May 1948dal A. Hlond decided to address
a message, warning of making a mistake in juddgmegGhurch, which allegedly had reserva-
tion concerning the future of the Western terrésriThe care of the Polish Episcopate for the
so-called regained territories was showed in the & appointing a Special Committee,
which task was to inform Vatican about the situatom these territorid8. Further escalation
of the difficulties in State-Church relations was effect of limiting civil freedoms in Poland,
as well as an irreconcilable Vatican’s position &0 the Communist authorities. The Pope
Pius XII's decree of July 1949, threatening to erowunicate those Catholics, who belonged
to Communist organizations or cooperated with tben@unists, as well as the matter of a so-
called Lublin miracléo, caused anxiety in the leadership of the PolisiiddriWorkers’ Party
(PUWP) and inclined it to a radical analysis of telationships with the Church. During the
meeting on 19 July 1949, a member of the Secreétafrihe Central Committee of the PUWP
Hilary Minc determined the hitherto methods of gtle with the Church as insufficient and
presented a new, two-phase plan of fight on a massiale. The first phase consisted in acti-
vating the clergy of a pro-government attitude lbgating a so-called initiative group. The
second phase aimed at presenting, among othetkeatlergy a special declaration of loyalty
to be signed by them. Such actions were supposesgstdt in deep divisions within the cler-
gy, which would have helped to break up the Chtich

Directions of the confession policy in Poland weetermined by Jozef Stalin, who

17 3. wistocki,Konkordat polski 1993. Tak czy ni¢Pozna 1993, p. 66-72.
18 A, Rogalski,Katolicyzm w Niemczech po Il wojnieiatowej, Warszawa 1952, p. 208.

19 4. Misztal, P. StanisZDziatalnas¢ Komisji Wspélnej Przedstawicieli & i Episkopatu w latach 1949-
1989, [in:] Vetera Nowis Augere. Studia i prace dedykowarofesorowi Wactawowi Uruszczakowi, ed. S.
Grodziski, t. 2, Krakoéw 2010, p. 763 n.

20 K. Rudnicki,Cuda i objawienia w Polsce 1949-198Farszawa 1990, p. 12 & the next.

21 w. Wiazlak, Dzieje diecezji astochowskiej w okresie dziatalfm biskupa Zdzistawa Gaiskiego (1951-
1963),Krakéw 2000, p. 54-55.
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consulted those matters with B. Bierut on 1 Audi#t9. The effect of those talks wadDe-
cree on the Protection of the Freedom of Conscieama Confessiof 5 August 19422,
which was intended to formally guarantee the foeedf religion in Poland, but in practice
served the State authorities to repress the Chuémebther Decree Changing certain Legal
Regulations Concerning Associatiomssued on 5 August 1949, also served the stdb®@u
ties a similar purpog8. It was aimed at controlling church associatighat is why on 3 No-
vember 1949 the Church in Poland suspended thétistiof all its associatiod4. Constant
misunderstandings in the State-Church relationgdetthe establishing of a Mixed Commit-
tee, though proposals of bishop Zygmunt Chontska— the Secretary of the Episcopate,
made on 25 November 1948, were ignored. Soon #e Suthorities changed their position
in this matter. On 5 August 1949 the Mixed Comnmaitgtarted its activity. The government
was represented in it by the Minister of Public Adiistration Wtadystaw Wolski, the Minis-
ter of National Defense Edward Ochab and a MembPadiament Franciszek Mazur, also a
member of the Central Committee of the PUWP. FroenEpiscopate’s side the Committee
consisted of the following bishops: Zygmunt Chorésia, Michat Klepacz and Tadeusz
Zakrzewsk#3, An agreement with the Peoples’ Poland authorél&ited controversies with-
in the Episcopate. Finally, the opinion of the nésMmate S. Wyszyski decided, that the con-
frontation did not take plaéé.

3. Agreement and Persecution

During the Mixed Committee’s debates, there didlack actions for the sake of desta-
bilization inside the Church from the State auttesi part. It showed in the activity of the
Priests’ Committee at the Society of Fighters fasdelom and Democracy, which consisted of
almost several per cent of Polish cletgyTalks led within the Mixed Committee were ac-
companied by the pressure from the State authsirgtide, which were to cause acceptance of
the Church part for the new processes taking platiee country, i.e. cooperative movement,

guestioning of the Pope’s supremacy over the Chiwrétoland and solutions concerning the

22 journal of Laws — Dziennik Ustaw (further: Dz.W949 No 45, item 334.
23Dz. U 1949 No 45, item 335.
241 Biedra, Organizacje mtodziy katolickiej w Polsce w latach 1945-19%3akow 1991, p. 25-26.

25, Misztal, Komisja Wspoélna Przedstawicieli 4l i Episkopatu Polskijn:] Encyklopedia katolicka, t. 9,
Lublin 2002, col. 458.

26p, RainaKardynat Wyszjski. Droga na Stolic Prymasowsk, t. 1, Warszawa 1993, p. 195-197.

27 A. Zetobowski, Stanowisko Keziota rzymskokatolickiego wobec przeawa socjalistycznych w Polsce w
latach 1944-1970Warszawa 1987, p. 320-321.
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church administration at the Western and Northemitories, taken up in accordance with the
State authorities’ vision. But such a solution wascceptable for the Church in Poland. The
State authorities were under the pressure of sgito sign the agreement at any price, which
could be seen in the matter of Caritas establigheé®45, coordinating the Church’s charity
activities. Subsidies, collections and donationgenmgood occasions to accuse, as well as
Caritas’s legal personality, which started to begjiwned by the authorities, was another
touchy matter. A letter of A. S. Sapieha of 16 Mai®48, addressed to the Ministry of Pub-
lic Administration on the protection of Caritaséghl personality, which referred to the Con-
stitution being then in force, did not succeedriBtg with the next year the authorities with-
drew subsidies for charity. Liquidation of Caritaas accompanied by a propaganda action,
in which the Church’s abuses were atta@ed

Depriving the Church of the control over Caritaadivity and transferring it to the
groups connected with the State authorities, capsatest of bishops. On 24 January 1950 it
was expressed by Cardinal A. S. Sapieha, who setégram to the President B. Bierut. Sev-
eral days later, during the Episcopate Conferewbéch took place in Cracow, bishops pro-
tested in a letter to the President. At the same thishops addressed a letter to the clergy,
warning of involving in political activity and atlypes of associations, which weakened the
Church’s unity. Bishops’ care for the Caritas mattes also expressed in one more letter
addressed to the faithful during the Episcopatef€ence debating in Cracow. The text was
titled Episcopate’s Declaration to the Faithful on the @as Matte?®. The State authorities,
being afraid of shattering the propaganda acti@uraat Caritas, started actions in order to
frighten priests and deter them from reading thevalEpiscopate’s letter in churches. On 15
February 1950 the Prime Minister J. Cyrnakiewicdradsed a letter to Cardinal A. S.
Sapieha, responding to the accusations of the &pase included in the letter to the President
B. Bierut, in which he rejected all the slandersia@ning the illegal overtaking of Caritas.
The culminating point in the Caritas matter wazisgi bishop of Chetm Kazimierz Kowalski
in a home arres®.

The next step in limiting the Church’s sovereignygs issuing a Law of 20 March

1950 on overtaking by the State the so-called “demubtl” estat&l, in this way denying the

28 3. 7aryn,Kosciot w PRL,Warszawa 2004, p. 24-25.
29 Listy pasterskie episkopatu Polski 1945-194ris 1975, p. 87, 89.

30, Wolny,Ostatnie lata dziatalnfri kascielnej Adama Stefana Sapieliy:] Ksiega Sapigynska, ed. J. Wol-
ny in cooperation with R. Zawadzki, t. 2, KrakéwsB9 p. 554.

31pz.U. 1950 No 9, item 87 with changes.
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earlier decisions, which excluded the land beloggmthe Church from the Law on Agricul-
tural Reform. Despite the difficulties on the St&teurch line, the Episcopate decided to fi-
nalize the talks concerning the agreement witlStiage authorities. During the final editing of
the State-Church agreement, the leadership of pisc&pate strove only for a gentler formu-
lating of certain articles. On 14 April 199he Agreement between the Representatives of the
Government of the People’s Republic of Poland amel Polish Episcopatavas finally
signed?. It was confirmed by the signatures of W. WolskiMazur and E. Ochab from the
state authorities’ side and by the bishops Z. Gmafski, M. Klepacz and T. Zakrzewski
form the Church part. There was annexed a fourtgmiotocol to the Agreement. The first
point obliged the Episcopate to enable the cleoggdt in the Catholics’ Association Caritas.
The next two concerned the so-called Law on DeaddHzstate, which was a source of suit-
able funds assigned to be at the disposal of ariemand church institutions. The last point
regulated the matter of military service of therglgnen. During their studies it was to be
postponed in order to enable them to finish thelistu Those who were already ordained or
monks after vowing perpetual holy orders, wereddrhnsferred to the reserve with the ancil-
lary service us®.

The Agreement between the Episcopate and the Caoimstnpower in Poland was a
novelty in the Eastern Europe. It aroused serioeasiness in the Apostolic See, as well as
among Polish bishops. It is very difficult to detéme interchangeably, to what extent the
signed Agreement weakened the attacks of the Constauthorities towards the Church in
Poland. However, it seems, that the Episcopatenbahe legal grounds, could refer to the
State authorities in different matters concernimg €Church affairs. It could not have done it
before, because formally the concordat had beekehrolhe State whereas could resist the
opinion on persecution of the Church in Polanchatibternational arena. Another argument
of the Communist authorities in further strugglehathe Church was a different treatment of
bishops by the Apostolic See in connection withddeinistration at the regained territories.
In order to fulfill theses tasks on 19 April 193tete was established the Office for Confes-
sions Matters, which was supposed to totally comidi confession polié§.

Soon after signing the Agreement, it came to th& fionflict of the State authorities
with the Church. Its reason was connected withectilhg of signatures under the so-called
Stockholm Appeah May 1950, which showed the pro-soviet bloclaipositive light, and at

324, Misztal,Polskie prawo.,.p. 198-200.

33 potazenie prawne kstiotdw i zwigzkéw wyznaniowych w PRL. Zbiér przepiséw wg stemulziei 1 pa-
dziernika 1960 r.ppr. E. Matkiewicz, S. Podemski, Warszawa 1960,37-128.

34Dz, U. 1950 No 19, item 156.

135



Wiadystaw P. Wlalak The Catholic Church in Poland
in the Years 1944-1950

the same time possessed an American overtone. MheclCauthorities refused signing the
Appeal explaining it by their political indifference, bu did not protect the Church against
repressions from the Communist authorities’ sidan&e S. Wyszfski and Cardinal A. S.
Sapieha protested against the antichurch resolofidhe state authorities. On 12 September
1950 they sent a letter to the President B. Bienutyhich they criticized the five-year coop-
eration between the Church and the State. Theyrlimeid, that since signing the Agreement
the situation of the Church had not been improwed] that it had been subjected to more
intensive repressions. After signing on 6 July gozelec the Border Treaty between Poland
and the Democratic Republic of Germany the Churels wxposed to more attacks of the
Communist authorities. The Polish government maiet that the Episcopate, subject to
point 3 of the Agreement, was obliged to demandApestolic See to establish permanent
church administrative units at the Western and iNort territories. However, lack of the rela-

tive treaty with the Democratic Republic of Germamgvented from the proper solving of
the problemb.

Conclusions

In the first years after World War Il the State-@tturelations in Poland were influ-
enced by several factors. One of them was the terdlabreaking of the concordat, which
took place several months after the military actiarere finished by the Polish State. At the
same time it should be noticed, that at that tihiee €hurch had much authority among the
faithful, which was caused by inflexible positiohtbe clergy during the Hitler's occupation.
It must have been because of that fact, that piliynidre State authorities did not take many
actions against the Church. It was only after elating political opposition, that the Com-
munists took up more decisive actions against tmer¢h. They resulted in persecution of the
priests, liquidating church associations and Carizespite all those unfavourable actions of
the State authorities, the Episcopate decidedgio thie Agreement which was to guarantee
the legal status of the Church in Poland. Unfortellyait did not protect the Church against

further repressions.

35p. RainaKosciétw PRL...1. 1, p. 253-261, 265, 271.
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