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In the Podkarpackie Voivodeship, you can find places where, before the outbreak of World War 

II, there were towns inhabited by a multicultural society. Due to the actions surrounding the 

war, they ceased to exist and their inhabitants were forced to migrate. Human relationships have 

also changed. The memories of the former inhabitants of these towns and their descendants are 

important. Undertaking research on the memory of the past of the inhabitants of Poland is very 

important for understanding the various processes that are taking place today. The main goal of 

the research and this work is to find out to what extent and how the reminiscences of the former 

inhabitants of non-existent villages and their descendants affect their sense of identity, and vice 

versa: to what extent their sense of identity affects the memory of the past. The subject of the 

research is the memory of former inhabitants (and their descendants) of villages that do not 

currently exist in the Podkarpackie Province. Memory was examined through the prism of the 

biographies of three generations. The generational aspect is important, not only for what has 

been remembered and forgotten, but also why it is so that some facts become remembered and 

others completely disappear from memory or are suppressed. 

 


