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INTRODUCTION

The technological revolution and the dynamics @f ithtegration processes
in international trade and in international finalcitransactions have
dramatically changed the face of today’s globalnecay. It becomes the global
economy [Grosse, 2002, pp. 181-206] within whichirdagration of national
economies into a single economic organism is hapgem the global economy
we are now dealing with the globalization of maskatamely with the growth
of the market and production interdependence [Gaeygw 2005, pp. 49-51;
Kisiel-Lowczyc, 1994, p. 25].

Globalization specifies the links between differastors in all spheres of
society. It is an ongoing complex process, whicteas$ all people [Graban,
Piekarski (ed.), 2003, p. 7]. Globalization haslaeged the term “international”,
which was associated with a division of the ecom@ansystems, societies, etc.
into the national, foreign or interstate [Grzywa2@05, p. 49].

GLOBALIZATION —YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW

The assessment of globalization depends on mamgréad-or some, it may
be beneficial, for others, deadly. However, Jacdqtiesac has pointed out that
globalization is not making a better life for thogho really need globalization
the most [Chirac, 1996]. The economic divide irtte tndustrialized countries
and developing countries led to a split in the us@mnding of globalization. It is
the participation in the international trade thas tbrought many benefits to
developed countries.

Globalization was supposed to bring prosperityheodountries but in many
cases it brought misery and poverty. Globalizahas definitely decreased the
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sense of isolation and, mostly for developed caesitrcitizens, increased the
access to the knowledge and technology.

At the turn of the millenniums, many definitions gfobalization have
arisen. One of the most relevant is: globalizatisnthe spread of the
relationships between people [Scholte, 2006, p.w8bich in turn contributes to
the development of technology, knowledge, commesite,

Globalization today is completely different thardazen years ago. It is
difficult to determine the time at which it was ated, however, already in
ancient China, one said tian xia (“everything thats underneath the sky”).
This internationalization of the economy has gaitteel momentum with the
appearance of the first communication tools, argpeafised together with the
founding of the computer networks in the 60. and gOthe XXth. Today
globalization accelerates, electronic means areasempitorial , travelling is
cheaper, the number of companies is increasinge#isas the value of global
foreign direct investment, markets are functioningpugh the global trade and
easily available transportation techniques, cuiesnbave ceased to be related
to its territory thus lost their monopolistic pasit yielding an electronic
finance, and the world is ruled by the global comea whose earnings may
exceed the GDP of small countries.

GLOBALIZATION AND REGIONALIZATION

One cannot forget about globalization. However, m@cess called
regionalization is, in turn, the process that aimssolate the regions, which is
the manifest for their identity, primarily on a tural level. Regionalism does
not necessarily mean to be in opposition to glabasiibn. One may think of it as
a supplement to the internationalization of ecomsnin the face of the global
trade. In this context, one can distinguish twday of regionalism:

1. Economic regionalism, within which regionalisms ameated inside the
country, seeking to achieve greater economic freedo

2. Sentimental region, which is deeply rooted in thenstiousness of its
inhabitants.

The changes in globalization affect the econonfiecihi different countries
and regions of the world and appear to be threagetd many, for example, in
the developed countries it favors the acceleraticthe economic growth, while
in less developed countries it is a certain thteaturther growth [Flejterski,
p. 45; Wahl, 2003]. In addition, the uneven ecoromiogress seems to be
almost unattainable for many countries and companide widening gap
between rich and poor opens up a world of greabppities for some, but for
the other — carries great risk. The response tantlreasing globalization of the
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world’s economy is the revival of the regionalivatprocess [Gwiazda, 2000, p. 8].
Although, regionalization leads to “the fragmermati of the global economy,
both are more complementary than competing. Thegnational co-operation of
the regions is a positive response to globalizaiimh barriers to political, economic
and social development of Europe [Toczyski, Saugyrzauch (ed.), 1997, p. 13].
The regional cooperation is a conscious and delibecollaboration of state or
local government units within a certain region, regions to ensure peace,
security, stability, economic development, socrad @ultural life [http://www.
infoport.pl]. These actions will be positive, wheahe balance between
subsidiarity and solidarity in the regions is kept.

It should be noted that regional cooperation [Mdtemski, Ratajczak,
2000, p. 23], being an alternative to the globaiarg highlights the fact that the
entire universe is made up of smaller units, whdoperate, compete,
complement or mutually exclude each otheliddzynarodowa wspétpraca,
1997, p. 10]. Nevertheless, these elements fornerltieety which is constantly
evolving. The process complexity between all of #Hlements of the great
entirety means that there is a need for cooperdte@ween small parts of the
model. The idea of cooperation between the regmaises it possible to equate
the levels of development between them and theugtadonvergence with
preserving their cultural differences [Grabowskesk, 2003, p. 26-27]. It is
important not to lose the identity. According taetkententia of the “global
village” the topographic boundary ceases to exist @e are all the citizens of
the united Europe, where new transborder and twnsal links are built.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CROSB8ORDER COOPERATION

The global economic and political life, as well #se large-scale
development of international cooperation is a v@alirce of interdependence,
causing the individual countries to be increasingbgrtwined. It would seem
that in a globalized world the cooperation of serallinits is not possible,
because the economies are subject to globaliz§taendowski, Ratajczak,
2000, p. 23]The main globalization alternative is the regioc@bperatioh

The cross-border cooperation as a conscious aituedgte collaboration of
state or local government units within a certaigioa or regions, as well as
between countries is to ensure peace, securityilistaeconomic development,
social and cultural life. The concept of the crbssder cooperation means “any
jointly undertaken activity designed to strengtlam the further development

! The result of the regional cross-border coopematice jointly developed principles and
rules of conduct contained in the European Chalfteocal Self-Government.
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of neighborly relations between territorial comntigs or authorities of two or
more contracting parties, as well as conclusiomgreements and agreements
necessary to implement such pin¥he cooperation between different regions
across the border does not mean the liquidatioth@fsovereignty of nation
states, but only the search for solutions to smddéthon both sides of the
border. An efficient interaction of local commusgi particularly on adjacent
areas, may lead to the changes in the extent atutenaf international
cooperation, which brings the possibility of cregticooperation networks to
enable communications, infrastructure, economiciat@nd cultural activities.
An important objective of the creation of crossdmrstructures is the fact that
the issue of partnership and subsidiarity is iraligse. The border areas are
losing their peripheral features thus becoming mterefor the exchange and
cooperation between the two adjacent countries. iéogv more than in the
border areas, the need to overcome the isolatiemdt nationalist barriers is
visible.Polish border areas are very different, which affee conditions for the
cross-border cooperation and the creation of tlgarorational structures for
such cooperation. The variations are historicabnemic, geographic, ethnic,
political. The western boundary is fairly homogenedan geographical and
social terms. Nevertheless, there are obstacldertpalize the cooperation,
which involve mainly differences in political andganizational structures of
the two countries. The partners on both sides eflbrder are working on
different organizational levels. This requires woly understanding, but also
matching local administrative structures, which moeidentical.

FORMS OF THE REGIONAL COOPERATIONTHE EXAMPLE
OF THEWESTPOMERANIAN AND MECKLENBURG— YV ORPOMMERN

The West Pomeranian region has an active econootiicypat the level of
interregional and international levels, but becanfsthe geographical location
and the number of common interests, the main “plfaigethe Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern.

Zachodniopomorskie’s cooperation with the Meckleigbdorpommern has
begun in less than six months after the Germanication treaty. The West
Pomeranian province is one of the most importarinpas for the Mecklenburg
Vorpommern. The aim of the cooperation is the “camnaction for equitable
and sustainable development of the region, andign people and institutions
on both sides of the border” [Bertika, 2003]The Polish-German cooperation
is carried out at three level§He Government Centte 1999, p. 70]:

2 European Framework Convention on Transfrontier p@oation between territorial
communities and authorities 21 May 1980.
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» interaction at the governmental level including @@mmittee on the Polish
and German CBC,

» the cooperation at the municipal level, a numbecitéés, municipalities and
counties partnerships create opportunities for ecatpon in various fields
[Landtag Mecklenburg-V@ommern 2001, p. 25],

» cooperation within the Euroregion Pomerarkainmunalgemeinschaft Eu-
roparegion.., 1999; Toczyski, Sartorius, Zauch (ed.), 1997,0Q8].

The cooperation at the governmental level focusainlgn on common
agreements, in areas such as: spatial planningismou culture, education,
agriculture, environmental protection, social pplignd health, labor market,
including employment in the border area, the dgualent of border crossings,
modernization and expansion of transport links, iliibns and fairs,
information exchange, youth exchange, agricultimegstry, energy, health. —
these are just some of the areas that are theofamatual contactsMademe-
cum.., 2003].

An important component of the cross-border coojmrabetween the
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and the West Pomeranian his Pomerania
Euroregion. These Euroregions have recently becganeimportant elements
of the European integration. The establishment wfoEegions is to: ensure
good relations between communities to improve tbeetbpment of border
regions, to promote the idea of the European utotgstablish joint ventures, to
raise funds for the joint ventures’ implementatidime economic cooperation
[Glas, Pdlecki, Serloth, 1995, p. 169-170].

It became customary for joint visits and the exgrece exchanges at the
fairs and cooperative exchanges.

The result of the economic cooperation is an iregeim the number of
private businesses, mainly in trade and servicdosedargeted to foreign
visitors. Large cities play an important role i tthevelopment and international
cooperation stimulation, being the independentt¥irib decide on the pace and
directions of development of the region and coyn&y they have sufficient
human capacity to conduct the cross-border coapera&dependently and to
become its creators and dominant centers. But anenot underestimate the
cross-border cooperation of small communities, whide individual projects
such as marinas, bike paths, or sewage systenmofieble to radically change
the status quo of the shortage, but a network winconities working together is
able to do it.

Internal borders, however, have disappeared ontiieory. The Polish EU
membership did not resolve the problems of borégions. It helped border
regions to develop mutual relations, but it did solve their problems [Szmyt-
-Radosevic, Siemtkowski, 2004, pp. 4-7].
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It should also be mentioned that there are diffeeerbetween the border
regions, which are the barriers to cooperationfebénces between the West
Pomeranian and the Mecklenburg Vorpommern are:

» on the social level — differences in the level ofial welfare, education, the
level of wages, availability of services, negatbtereotypes, poor knowledge
of neighbors, not resolved problem of the mutualogaition of school
certificates and baccalaureate,

» in the economic field — very different levels otcemeconomic development,
spatial development of border areas, the level mffastructure and
investment,

» on the level of infrastructure — poorly developehsborder infrastructure, in
particular technical standards of border crossings,

» on the level of finances — different tax systenifferent share of funds for
the development of these areas,

» in the sphere of law regulations.

In summary, it can be stated that an internatioegional cooperation,
thanks to the intensity of contacts, usually cdmitrés to a better definition of
comparative advantage. In the long term, it pravida additional impetus for
the development. As a result, thanks to the margetations and their strategic
planning influence, the cooperation leads to thévaion of the regions’
endogenous resources and allows for a better usthedf specificity and
promotes the economic development processes.

The international regional co-operation is congdeto be an effective tool
for strengthening regional development and its essaepends largely on the
regional authorities’ mind openness to the intéomal cooperation.

LITERATURE

12th International co-operation of regions, supm@etary report, Task Force for the
Structural Policy in Poland, Warsaw, 1997.

Bauman Z., 2000Globalizacjg Warsaw.

Berlinska U., 2003, Stowarzyszenie Gmin Polskich EuromgiPomerania,Europa
zmieniajca sk w spoteczéstwa wiedzyGreifswald, 18—-19 September.

Biaton L., Obrbski T., 1993 Elementy polityki przemystowepsrodek Nauk Spotecz-
nych Politechniki Warszawskiej, Warsaw.

Boron M., 2002,Zmiany aktywnéci zawodowej ludnai Polski w latach 1992-2000
jako przejaw dostosowajakasciowych na rynkupracy, ,Demographic studies”
2/142, Polish Academy of Sciences, Committee of @gnaphic Sciences, Warsaw.

Burszta W., 1998Antropologia kultury Zysk i S-ka, Poznan.

Chirac J., 1996The economy must be made to serve pedipdespeech, International
Job Conference, June.



Globalization and Socio-Economic Development... 313

Flejterski S.Elementy pozytywne i negatywne globalizaciji

Glabicka K., Grewhski M., 2003,Europejska polityka regionalngElipsa”, Warsaw.

Glas K., Pdlecki Z., Serloth B., 1998)bcy — Gsiedzi — Niechciani partnerzyPozna
— Toruw.

Graban M., Piekarski R. (ed.), 20@3pbalizacja i my, Tésama¢ lokalna wobec trendéw
globalnych Towarzystwo Autoréw i Wydawcow Prac Naukowych WERSITAS,
Cracow.

Grabowska-Pigda A., 2003,Rozwdj Euroregionu Pomerania w aspekcie wspoétcobsny
procesow globalnychw:] Problemy spoteczno-gospodarcze regiondéw przygranicz
nych ze szczeg6lnym uwazlglieniem Euroregionu Pomerani&|l Miedzynarodo-
wa Studencka Konferencja Naukowa, University ofZézn.

Grosse G., 200Z%lobalizacja gospodarcza i jej implikacje dla Pdaldkconomics 8.

Grzywacz W., 2005Ekonomici i systemy ekonomiczn®TE, Oddziat Wojewddzki
w Szczecinie, Szczecin.

Gwiazda A., 2000Globalizacja i regionalizacja gospodarkwiatowej Publishing Hou-
se of Adam Marszatek, Tafiu

http://mww.infoport.pl, 20.10.2011.

Jalowiecki B., Przestrzé historyczna, regionalizm, regionalizacj®blicza polskich
regionow ,Regional and Local Studies” nr 17(50).

Kisiel-towczyc A.B., 1994,Wspdiczesna gospodarkaviatowa University of Gdansk,
Gdansk.

Kommunalgemeinschaft Europaregid®99, Pomerania e.V., Locknitz.

Kulski B., Mikotajczak A., 1997 Podstawy midzynarodowej wspoétpracy regionéw,
Gdansk University in cooperation with the Regio@#fice of the Government Cen-
tre for Strategic Studies in Gdansk, Gsla

Landtag Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Grenziuberschregerisammenarbeit, 2001,
Band Ill, Zur Parlamentarischen Zusammenarbeit deit \Woiwodschaft West-
pommern, Schwerin.

Malendowski W., Ratajczak M., 200&uroregiony Polski krok do integracjitla 2,
Wroctaw.

Miedzynarodowa wspoOtpraca regionp®eport, Task Force for the Structural Policy in
Poland Warsaw, June 1997.

Rykiel Z., 2000,Globalizacja, unionizacja i regionalizacja polskigjzestrzeni,Regio-
nal and Local Studies” nr 1(1).

Scholte J.A., 20063lobalizacjg Humanitas, Sosnowiec.

Stackelberg K., Hahne U., 1998gorie rozwoju regionalnego, Rozwdj ekonomiczny
regionéw PWN, Warsaw.

Stiglitz J., 2007Fair trade — Szansa dla wszystkiehWVN, Warsaw.

Stiglitz J., 2005Globalizacjg PWN, Warsaw.

Strzelczyk M., 2003Wspotpraca transgraniczna Polski i Niemiec, Ingtysztatcenia
Zawodowego w Warszawi€onference materials, Warsaw.

Susmarski P., 200Frofil wrazliwosci gospodarki regionalnej na integracgz Unig
Europejsk, Wojewodztwo zachodniopomorskiastitute for Market Economics,
Gdask.



314 AGNIESZKA KIERNOZYCKA-SOBEJKO, JOANNA LATUSZEK

Szmyt-Radosevic V., Siegtkowski P., 2004Europejski rynek pracy po rozszerzeniu,
.Nowe zycie gospodarcze” no. 11, 06.06.2004.

The Government Centre for the Strategic Studie9,19The Office of Regional
Development in Szczecin, Szczecin — September.

Toczyski W., Sartorius W., Zauch J. (ed.), 198iedzynarodow wspétpraca regio-
néw, Przedwit Publishing House, Warsaw.

Wabhl P.T., 2003Ekonomia GlobalnaSynteza, Difin, Warsaw.

WTO, Ministerial Declaration, 20.11.2001 WT/MIN(GDEC/1.

Vademecum for small and medium enterpri@®93, Northern Chamber of Commerce
Poinocna Izba gospodarcza, Szczecin.

Zielinska G., 1998Problemy pracy w perspektywie XXI wieRuaca i Polityka Spoteczna
w Perspektywie XXI wieku, The Institute of LabordaBocial Affairs, Warsaw.

Zidtkowski M., 1998,Miejsce spoteczstwa polskiego wwiatowym systemie kapitalistycz-
nym. Dylematy teoretyczne i praktyczj@ulture and Society” no 4.

Summary

Globalization is very contested, however in thetegnof the West Pomeranian’s and Meck-
lenburg Vorpommern’s development, it has broughinéegrated cooperation. This cooperation is
an effective tool for strengthening two nations pamative advantage in the global market. What
is more, authors put an emphasis on the strengtieakgionalization and globalization processes
of the regions and what impact the factors havehensocio-economic development. Moreover,
authors prove the two processes may coexist ang kaingible socio-economic effects but only if
subjected to an effective management.

Globalizacja i spoteczno-gospodarczy rozwdj regiomd wojewodztw
zachodniopomorskiego i Meklemburgii Pomorza Przedmgo

Streszczenie

Globalizacja jest bardzo sporna, jednak w kofttiekrozwoju wojewddztw zachodniopomor-
skiego i Meklemburgii Pomorza Przedniego globajaaanosi sukcesy w postacigazy innymi
zintegrowanej wspotpracy. Wspotpraca ta skutecavimacnia oba regiony zapewniajim sil-
niejsz wzgledna przewag konkurencyja na globalnym rynku. Co wtej, autorzy ktagl nacisk
na sik regionalizacji i globalizacji regionéw i jaki wphly czynniki te maj na rozwdj spoteczno-
-gospodarczy. Dodatkowo autorzy dowgdze te dwa procesy mage sol wspétistni€ i przy-
nosi wymierne skutki spoteczno-ekonomiczne pod warunks&utecznego zagdzania.



