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Aleksandr Diachenko

(review) A. Korvin-Piotrovskiy, F. Menotti (eds.), 
Tripolye Culture in Ukraine: the Giant-Settlement 
of Talianki . Kiev 2008: Institute of Archaeology of the 
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, 255 pages

The results of excavations of the largest Cucuteni-Tripolye settle-
ment Talianki have been published as special edition reports (Kruts 
et al. 2001; 2005; 2009; 2010; 2011), conference proceedings (Korvin-
Piotrovskiy et al. 2003; Korvin-Piotrovskiy 2011), and more interna-
tionally-oriented edited volumes (Korvin-Piotrovskiy, Menotti 2008; 
Menotti, Korvin-Piotrovskiy 2012) since 2001.

This review focuses in particular on the edited book: “Tripolye 
culture in Ukraine: settlement-giant of Talianki” (2008) edited by A. 
Korvin-Piotrovskiy and F. Menotti.

Interest to Cucuteni-Tripolye cultural complex (hereinafter – CTCC) 
has been increasing steadily over last years. However most of books and 
articles were written in Romanian, Moldavian, Russian or Ukrainian. 
Therefore, “The Tripolye culture in Ukraine: settlement-giant Talian-
ki” is an important step in introducing the CTCC to a wider audi-
ence. The papers included into the volume are bilingual (Russian and 
English), and provide the reader with general aspects of the Tripolye 
culture within the Eneolithic (Chalcolithic) period as well as specific 
research issues. The book starts with overviews of the Eneolithic and 
Tripolye sites in Ukraine. Two papers introduced the giant-settlement 
issue and history of archaeological investigations in Talianki. The fol-
lowing articles present materials found in the 2005–2007 excavation 
campaigns, and the analysis of data sets developed in almost thirty 
years of research. The two final papers focus on absolute and relative 
chronology of sties in the Southern Bug and Dnieper interfluve, and 
the anthropological structure of the Tripolye populations. Thus, it is 
a logically structured volume, interesting for both the specialists and the 
general public eager to learn more about the Tripolye sites in Ukraine.

* Institute of Archaeology, Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences,  Gieroiv Stalingradu 
12, Kyiv-210, Ukraine; oleksandr.diachenko@gmail.com.
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A concise description of the cultural complex that existed for about 
2,000 years between the Carpathians and the Eastern bank of Dnieper, 
the Forrest region of Ukraine and the Black Sea is indeed a complicated 
task, especially if one takes into account all the different understand-
ing and key issues amongst the various experts. This is probably the 
main reason why papers “Ukraine in the Eneolithic (5 – 4 millennium 
BC)” and “Tripolian (Tripolye) culture in the territory of Ukraine” by 
A. Korvin-Piotrovskiy attract most of critical comments here. These 
articles mainly focus on the issues of chronology and periodization, 
development of the material culture, and interactions between the 
“Tripolians” and neighbouring populations.

Since these two papers do not contain many references, they should 
be read as author’s personal understanding of the CTCC. First of all, 
one may note the discrepancy in dates. If the formation of the CTCC 
was dated by the transition from sixth to fifth millennium BC in the 
first article, it was dated by the beginning of the fifth millennium in 
the second one. The discrepancy, probably, caused the appearance of 
LBK in the list of components of a formation of the CTCC (p. 21/23). 
This idea was reanimated with the so called “new dates” from Kiev 
Radiocarbon Laboratory after 1998. D. Gaskevich (2007) already an-
alysed this issue, and it is not necessary to go deep into it here. Influ-
ences of the Petreşti culture (p. 21/23) were notable in the formation 
of Cucuteni culture, not Precucuteni, i.e. within a transition from Pre-
cucuteni III to Cucuteni.

A (Dumitrescu 1963). Moreover, Petreşti and Precucuteni cultures 
were formed approximately at the same time (see: Lazarovici, Lazaro-
vici 2007, 28–31).

Inattentions to the issues of chronology cause some confusion re-
garding the interactions between “Tripolians” and their neighbours. For 
example, complexes of heard-breeders in Steppe were formed not in the 
beginning, but in the middle of the fifth millennium BC (Rassamakin 
2004). The results, recently obtained by G. Motuzaite-Matuzeviciute 
(2012) have shown that there is no evidence that confirms agricultur-
al or stock-breeding economy in Ukrainian and the Eastern Russian 
Steppe before the middle fifth millennium BC. A. Korvin-Piotrov-skiy 
associates the earliest FBC sites in Volyn and Galychyna with the Mid-
dle Tripolye. Numerous Tripolye imports are known in the FBC sites 
in South-Eastern Poland, while FBC imports were found in Tripolye 
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sites in the Middle Dnestr region as well (for example: Markevich 1981; 
Kruk, Milisauskas 1999; Bronicki et al. 2003). However, the earliest of 
these materials belonged to the Brynzenskaya group of the Western 
Tripolye culture and may be dated to 3650–3400 BC (Bronicki et al. 
2003; Włodarczak 2006), i.e. by the beginning of Late Tripolye (Der-
gachev 1980; Tkachuk 2005; 2011; Ryzhov 2007; 2012 et al.).

Finally, one may note how a general expression regarding different 
economic activities in three geographical areas from Otroshchenko 
2000 was wrongly elaborated. According to A. Korvin-Piotrovskiy, for-
est, forest-steppe and steppe zones in Ukraine determined the forma-
tion of two socio-cultural phenomenon, world of agriculturalists and 
world of stock-breeders (p. 11/13). Of course, human populations are 
dependent upon environment, but environment is not the only fac-
tor that determines development (O’Brien et al. 2005). The sites of the 
Globular Amphorae culture could be a good example of stock-breed-
ing economy in forest zone.

“Giant-settlements of the Tripolye culture” by V. Kruts deals with 
Tripolye sites in the Southern Bug and Dnieper interfluve – the larg-
est CTCC settlements were indeed located in this region. Over the 
past few years, it has become clear that sizes of the sites have been 
markedly exaggerated (Diachenko 2010; Harper 2011; Videiko 2013 
et al.). However, these sites were the largest Eneolithic settlements in 
the South-Eastern Europe. Long-term interest to the Southern Bug 
and Dnieper interfluve has caused different opinions regarding de-
mography and socio-economic development of the populations, as 
well as their interactions with populations of other areas. The main 
ideas, expressed before 2008, are fully presented by V. Kruts, and his 
personal view concerning his earlier reconstructions is clearly stated 
(Kruts 1989; 1993). It is not necessary to discuss the key issues here, 
but one of the postulates does require further verification. According 
to V. Kruts, “the Tripolye culture was more or less homogeneous all 
over its territory, and it is incorrect to believe that it reached a higher 
level of development only in the Cherkasy region, just because of the 
presence of the giant-settlements”. M. Videiko (1992) noted that socio-
spatial hierarchy was the most complex in this region, but it has to be 
pointed out that spatial hierarchy itself does not reflect social complex-
ity (Flannery 1998). However, the raised issue and its further verifica-
tion seem to be a perspective direction in Cucuteni-Tripolye studies.
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“Giant-settlement of Talianki” presents the results of investigations 
of the settlement for almost thirty years. It should be noted that the 
excavations in Talianki are among the most thorough and well-docu-
mented archaeological studies in the region. Papers that present results 
of investigations in 2005–2006 (V. Kruts, A. Korvin-Piotrovskiy, S. Ry-
zhov, and D. Chernovol) and 2007 (V. Kruts, A. Korvin-Piotrovskiy, 
F. Menotti, S. Ryzhov, and D. Chernovol) illustrate this. Large sets of 
archaeological, botanical, and zoological data were collected over the 
years of excavations in Talianki. Among other issues, the excavation 
campaigns focused on Tripolye house construction and the interior 
of dwellings. The related reconstructions were made possible thanks 
to the above-mentioned well-documented studies. Interpretation of 
burned daub of dwellings, that is different in composition, traces of 
timber, and location within the remains of houses, has formed the cur-
rent understanding of the interiors (Kruts 1989; 1990).

Most material culture found at the Tripolye settlements consists 
of fragments of pottery. S. Ryzhov worked on ceramics seriation from 
Talianki, from the first excavations to 2011. The edited volume also 
contains his paper that deals with the so called “kitchen pottery” (“The 
kitchen ceramics of the Tripolye settlement of Talianki”). The author 
describes in details the technics and technology of pottery, its morphol-
ogy and ornamentation. The relative number of these data has been 
calculated for each of the excavated dwellings, and ceramics forms have 
been reconstructed. Development of the CTCC “kitchen pottery” is 
a very interesting topic. Many years of Ryzhov’s work bring us closer 
to solving this issue.

“Flint implements of the Tripolye giant-settlement Talianki” by E. 
Pichkur presents description and analysis of tools and waste materi-
als. Most of settlements in the Southern Bug and Dnieper interfluve, 
including Talianki, contain just a small number of flint tools. The au-
thor argues that the lack of raw materials caused the reutilization of 
broken tools. One of the most important conclusions by E. Pichkur is 
that the implements made of local flint were used for stock-breeding 
purposes, whereas those for agricultural were mainly produced using 
the so-called “Volyn flint”. Therefore this opens up the possibility of 
import of raw materials or tools on a well-developed equal exchange 
system. Meanwhile, further studies of E. Pichkur (2012) have shown 
that sources of a good quality flint are also known in the Southern Bug 
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and Dnieper interfluve, in the basin of Bolshaya Vys’ River. There-
fore, the relative number of imports from Volyn is much lower than 
it was expected earlier; and the imports rather circulated as elements 
of prestige economy.

Three following papers are focused on Tripolye house construc-
tion and interior of dwellings. Particularly, the results of experiments 
are represented.

“Interior of the Tripolian house (according to the materials found 
in the Talianki settlement)” by D. Chernovol, summarises and systema-
tises the experience accumulated in years of excavations of the site. The 
author develops reconstructions earlier proposed by V. Kruts (1989; 
1990 and earlier conference papers), discussing clay daub of differ-
ent elements of the wooden carcass of houses, as well as location, size, 
form and details of construction of the elements of interior. Although 
some issues were developed later (see Chernovol 2012), the interpre-
tations of the data obtained with excavations and presented in table 1, 
could be used in further analyses of the Tripolye house construction.

Papers “Experimental modeling of Tripolian houses of the Tomasho-
vskaya local group” by A. Korvin-Piotrovskiy and L. Shatilo, and “New 
experimental data on the Tripolye house construction techniques” by 
V. Chabanuk focus on the constructive and/or destructive character 
of fire, and the issue of one- or two-storey houses. Experiment with 
a full-size model of a two-storey dwelling conducted by V. Chabanuk 
and V. Kruts show some similarities with the excavation results.

A. Korvin-Piotrovskiy and L. Shatilo also discuss this topic. Unfor-
tunately, the authors did not mention the character of firing linked to 
the fragments of the platform from its top to bottom. This is the main 
reason why their conclusions regarding the constructive function of 
fire seem less plausible.

“Relative and absolute chronology of the Tripolye culture settle-
ments between the Bug and Dnieper; and in the Middle Podneprovye 
region (non-calibrated dates)” by V. Kruts is one of the attempts to 
correlate relative chronology of sites, based on ceramics seriation of 
two regions, and radiocarbon and archeomagnetic dates. According 
to author, the recently obtained dates from Kiev Laboratory of Radio-
carbon Dating are much older for Early Tripolye than they should, and 
much younger for the Late Tripolye. The number of absolute dates is 
increasing steadily, but it is still very low (Rassamakin ,Menotti 2011; 
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Rassamakin 2012). Therefore, there is still “space” for different sim-
ulating variants of relative chronology (stratified settlements are not 
known in the Southern Bug and Dnieper interfluve).

The final paper of this volume is “Anthropological characteristics 
of Tripolye Culture population” by S. Kruts. The related studies are 
complicated because of the small number of individual graves and 
cemeteries. Moreover, we are still in lacking information regarding 
the anthropological composition of Bug and Dniester culture. S. Kruts 
noted that formation of anthropological type of the Tripolye popula-
tions was a complex process that included interactions with popula-
tions of neighbouring cultures.

As a conclusive remark, the “Tripolye Culture in Ukraine: the giant 
settlement of Talianki” brings a new and fresh general understanding 
of the Tripolye sites in the Southern Bug and Dnieper interfluve. It is 
hoped that this volume, along with more recent publications concern-
ing Talianki and the cultural complex in general will stimulate new in-
terest in this fascinating prehistoric culture.
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